
2015 Pickleball Survey 
Executive Summary

The 2015 Pickleball Survey was designed to gather information from the ABQ Pickleball 
community to help the Board guide the Club toward fulfillment of its mission in 2015. The 
survey was emailed to 346 people, and handed in hard copy to an unknown number of 
players. There were a total of 108 completed surveys returned (approximately a 31% 
return rate). Twenty-three of these were submitted via email, and the rest collected at the 
tournament and by venue coordinators. 

What do people want from pickleball? Most respondents rated exercise as their favorite 
reason to play, with recreation and social interaction next in order. 35% rated competition as a 
preference (Appendix A: Q24).  

The returned surveys represented slightly more males than females, with the majority in the 50 
to 70 year age range (Appendix A: Q23). The majority responding to the skill-level question 
(Appendix A: Q7) placed themselves in the intermediate range of 3.0 to 3.5. Almost everyone 
plays indoors, and about 64% play outdoors. 74% prefer the indoor play, while 28% prefer 
outdoor venues (Appendix A: Q2-4). 

The majority of respondents prefer to play three times a week, and the mornings on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday are most popular; but players come out every day of the week, 
morning, afternoon and evening (Appendix A: Q5-6). 

The fact that most respondents value exercise, recreation and social over competition does not 
appear to mean that those players do not want to improve their skills. Two-thirds of 
respondents indicated they would attend skills clinics 2-4 times a year (Appendix A: Q9-10), 
and one-third indicated interest in structured sessions involving drills (Appendix A: Q11). 

While just over half indicated interest in playing tournaments, the majority of these want to stay 
local or in-state (Appendix A: Q12). It appears that some local tournaments with a focus on the 
needs of the majority for exercise, recreation and social interaction, and less emphasis on 
competition, could encourage greater participation by local players. 

Promoting and growing the sport of pickleball in the Albuquerque area means welcoming and 
developing new players, providing adequate venues at which to play, and providing means for 
each player to increase their skills. Numerous comments refer to the feeling of players that 
they are excluded or made to feel unwelcome at some venues. 

A wide majority of respondents indicated a willingness to pay dues for balls, equipment, etc. 
(Appendix A: Q16). According to the comments (Appendix B: Comments), willingness to pay 
dues also seems to be affected by perceptions of inequity, exclusion or not feeling welcome at 
some venues. There is not a clear majority regarding pay-per-session for non-members 
(Appendix A: Q17).  Comments indicated the feeling that public venues are open to anyone 
and should not require special fees (Appendix B: Comments).  
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To: The ABQ Pickleball Community 

Objective: To ask each pickleball player to help us, the 2015 ABQ Pickleball Club Board, to 
determine what our goals and priorities should be. We are seeking to define club goals for this 
year and beyond and establish an annual membership drive. 

Thank you in advance for your help to grow pickleball in the Albuquerque community and to 
address your needs and concerns. 

You will note questions 25-27 are not the usual pickleball-oriented items. We seek this 
information in order to assist us as we continue to interact with government officials in order to 
locate permanent indoor and outdoor facilities. There may be occasion when we will ask the 
community members to contact their representatives in order to strengthen our position with any 
pickleball requests we may be putting forward to these government officials. Your district 
information may be obtained via the city and state government websites. 

You can respond by email, drop off a printed copy at the January tournament desk (Manzano 
Mesa or Roosevelt Middle School) or to a venue where you play, or mail your completed survey 
to: 

Larry Lite - President 
ABQ Pickleball Club 
2015 Wyoming Blvd NE, Suite H 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 

Please respond by the 23rd of January 2015 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1. How often do you play Pickleball each week?  _________________

2. Do you play indoors?    Yes____   No____

3. Do you play outdoors?  Yes ____  No____

4. Which do you prefer?  Indoors ______  Outdoors______

5. What day(s) of the week do you prefer to play?
Check all that apply:
Sat ___         Sun ___        Mon ___  Tues ___  Wed ___  Thurs ___  Fri ___ 

6. What time of day do you prefer to play?
Check all that apply:  morning ___  afternoon ___  evening ___ 

7. Would you like to see some Drop-In Play organized by Skill level?
Yes ____  No____  If yes, what level do you play? 

____   beginner    (2.0-2.5) 
____   intermediate (3.0-3.5) 
____   advanced     (4.0 +) 

8. Would you be willing to conduct a beginners ____  intermediate____      or advanced____
  clinic? None ___ 

Total Received

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Appendix A
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9. Would you attend a skills clinic 2-4 times per year?  Yes___  No____

10. Would you be willing to pay a small fee for a clinic?  Yes___          No____

11. Would you like to see structured play?  Yes___  No____
If yes – check all that apply: 

a. Round robin (associated with playing skill level tournaments) ____
b. Change partners each game _____
c. Drills ____
d. Ladders (playing within your skill level) ____
e. Other ideas _________________________________________

12. Are you interested in playing tournaments?  Yes___  No____
If yes – check all that apply: 

a. Local_____       In-state _____     Out-of-state _____
b. By age group ____
c. By skill level _____
d. Singles ____
e. Men’s doubles ___
f. Women’s doubles ___
g. Mixed doubles ____
h. Silly tournaments - mixed___  random___  all skill levels___

13. Have you played in a tournament? Yes ___  No ___

14. In a regular tournament, what is your preference for the format?
1. Round Robin play then single elimination (Min 3 matches) _____
2. Double elimination (Min 2 matches) _______

15. Would you like to learn about the operation of tournaments and help assist in running a
future one?   Yes____  No_____ 

16. Would you be willing to pay $20/year dues to cover
Balls - indoor and outdoor 
Nets - for new venues, replacements and repairs 
Venues where we have scheduled club time  
Vendor discounts (balls, paddles, nets, etc.) 
Mailbox rental for Club business 
Events discounts (putting on our own future tournaments, clinic, etc) 
Other expenses as needed 
Yes___             No____ 

17. Should we charge a fee (for example $1, $3, or $5) per session to those who are not club
members at venues where we provide the nets and balls?  Yes ___  No____ 

18. Do you have any connections with the media? Newspaper____  TV ____ 
Radio _____               None ____ 
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19. Are you aware of the abqpickleball.com website?  Yes___  No____
If yes, how do you use it? 

20. Are you aware of the abqpickleball Facebook Page?  Yes___  No____

21. Would you be interested taking photos for club events that would be put on the
abqpickleball.com website?  Yes___  No____ 

22. Would you be interested in volunteering your time?  Yes ___  No____           If yes, 
Check all that apply:

a. tournaments - referee, work the desk, food committee, entertainment,  liaison
for out of town guests____

b. committee work as needed for a project____
c. lining courts____
d. venue coordinator____
e. outreach programs - children, adults, seniors, disadvantaged____
f. social events____
g. other ideas_______________________

23. Check your age and gender:
Under 20 ____ 30-40 ____             40-50 ____
50-60 ____           60-70 ____ 70-80 ____              Over 80____ 
Female ____   Male ____

24. What do you personally want from pickleball? For example: competition, recreation, social,
exercise, etc. 

25. What city council district do you live in?   _____________

26. Which State House Representative’s district do you live in? ________

27. Which State Senate Representative’s district do you live in? ________

Please provide the following optional information: 

NAME ___________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________ State ____   Zip ____________ 

Phone(s) _________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL_________________________________ 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE TO HELP US GROW PICKLEBALL:  

 __________________   __________________   _________________ 
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