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ABQ  Pickleball Club Planning Meeting 

1.26.2015 4:00 pm Office of Larry Lite, 2015 Wyoming NE, Suite H 

Meeting called by Larry Lite 

Type of meeting Board Meeting 

Facilitator Larry Lite 

Minutes submitted by Dale Reynolds 

Attendees - Board Larry, Joyce, Gary, Linda, Gretchen, Dale, Mandy 

1. Approval of last meeting minutes - Dale 

Discussion 
Joyce pointed out that the At-Large Members will not be responsible for collecting and submitting 
participant counts to the City; responsibility for this has been taken on by Virgie Henderson and Rosalie 
Perea. Minutes approved as submitted with this change. 

2. Treasurer's Report - Gretchen 

Discussion Donated balls show as income and as equal expense. Direct Public Support is usually from individuals. 
Current cash on hand is $632.42. Full report is attached to these minutes. 

3. Tournament Director's report – Gary 

Discussion 

100-110 people. Ended 7:30 pm each night. Results were posted by Tuesday.  Roosevelt had more courts, 
so those games were more on time. All matches were reffed. For next year, Senior Affairs may be willing to 
change the dates, preferably not January. It is possible to publish a participant list prior to the 
tournament in the future.  

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Find a tournament director and committee for the NMSO qualifying tournament Mar 
27-28. Gary Next Meeting 

4. Survey committee review and discussion – Dale 

Discussion 

18 additional surveys received at board meeting, for a total of 108. We will publish the executive 
summary, unless there is anything glaringly different in the new surveys (bring that to the board via email). 
Reviewed the Executive Summary in detail. Respondents were generally in the 3.0-3.5 skill range, with 
almost all playing indoors and about 64% playing outdoors. 74% prefer indoor play to 28% outdoor. While 
players come out every day of the week, all times of the day, the majority like Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday morning play.  Majority want exercise, recreation, and social above competition. Regarding the 
welcoming new or lower-level players, there is definitely an issue. It revolves around skill levels, getting 
better by playing with better players. Some venues have different courts for different levels of players. 
Respondents were generally willing to pay dues for balls and equipment, and some expressed concern 
about those monies being used to benefit all players. There was no clear majority regarding pay-per-
session plans, with many commenting that play is at public venues which are open to everyone. The full 
report is attached to these minutes. Full report, including Executive Summary, Quantitative Data, 
Comments and Volunteers is attached to these minutes. All responses and spreadsheets will be retained 
by Board Secretary. 

Discussion 

Should we have ‘dues’ at all? Larry says membership dues promote a feeling of belonging, and how are we 
going to get sponsorships if we can’t show a committed membership? Maybe part of having dues-paying 
and having sponsors would be to encourage the city to bid on an ‘empty box’ that can be dedicated to 
pickleball. Part of the business of welcoming new players is to make it FUN to play pickleball.  

Vote 

• Have a $20 annual membership dues structure for 2015? Defeated. In favor – Larry and Linda. 
Opposed – Dale, Gretchen, Joyce, Gary, Mandy  

• Revised: Should we have a required annual membership structure for 2015? Defeated. In favor 
– Larry and Linda. Opposed – Dale, Gretchen, Joyce, Gary, Mandy   

• Should we recognize substantial donation ($500 or more) with an appreciation gift? Carried 
unanimously. 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Post the Executive Summary online Dale Feb 1 

Publish the membership dues decision Dale Feb 1 
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5. Permanent PB Courts Committee – Linda 

Discussion 

Committee had a meeting with designer of new pickleball facilities and city planners and received a to-do 
list (attached). The money that may come from the bond funds would be used only for the drainage issues, 
not for the court development. They encourage us to lobby state representatives for capital outlay funds 
from the state legislature, get all Bernalillo County legislators on board, and have them fill out a capital 
outlay funds request form. Linda presented sample letters for players to send to representatives (attached 
to these minutes). Linda says she wants to dissolve this committee and effort based on survey responses; 
will meet with committee to discuss. 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Determine committee interest in continuing pursuing permanent courts Linda Next Meeting 

6. Adopt - A - Park Committee - Linda 

Discussion 
There are three different teams working on the adopt-a-park program. Should there be general emails 
when the teams will be there working. Team leaders (Linda, Virgie) will let Dale know when the clean-ups 
are scheduled.  

7. PB participant Venue Numbers - Dale 

Discussion 
Rosalie and Virgie have taken on the collection and reporting of venue participation data. Dale will send a 
spreadsheet with December participant numbers to Board. Outdoor facilities are not adequately reported, 
especially those at parks around town.  

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Notify venue coordinators to communicate numbers to Rosalie Rosalie Jan 31 

Send an email to everyone that if they are playing or have played at an outdoor 
facility (any), they should send the numbers to Rosalie with how many people were 
there. 

Dale Jan 31 

8. By-laws Committee 
Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Table until next meeting  Next Meeting 

9. Venue Coordinators Committee - Gary 

Discussion 

Works on developing new venues. New one has been identified by Rosalie, Linda, Joe, Gary, Lou and Albert 
at South Valley Multipurpose Center, where they will provide nets, balls, etc. One court, timing has not yet 
been worked out. Also one near Zoo is looking for pickleball.  This summer we should be able to use 
Roosevelt and Hoover during daytime except for when they are doing maintenance. Also looking for 
Westside venues. Will also work on possibly defining skill levels for various venues. 
 

10. Tournaments Standing Committee - Gary 

Discussion 

Looks for ways to put on tournaments, perhaps more efficiently; use software to handle pool play and 
bracketing. Decide on possibly limiting the number of teams. How to do that? Use the surveys for names of 
people who wanted to help with tournaments. For NMSO qualifier, Senior Affairs will probably do most of 
the work. Gary and Gretchen will be responsible for doing the hand-off to a new group. NM Games is in 
September, so that would be the first one for the committee to manage. Then the next Senior Games one 
next winter. Judy volunteers to run a ‘silly’ tournament. 
 

Make contact with some volunteers to be part of the tournament committee, 
starting with Randy and Mo, Shirley, and Belinda. Gary Feb 15 

11. Events Standing Committee 
Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Table until next meeting  Next Meeting 

12. Marketing/Advertising/Sponsorships/Donations Committee 
Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Check on surveys to see what people have media experience. Then discuss at next 
meeting. Larry Next Meeting 
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13. New Business 

Logo contest 
Winner gets a shirt with new logo. Send notice now, due Feb 20 firm. Submissions to be sent to Linda. 
Board will decide on winner. Joyce will design business cards and have them printed once the logo is 
chosen. 
 

Open meetings 
The Board discussed whether regular Board meetings should be open to observers. General consensus was 
affirmative; observers should be welcome unless the Board declares a closed, executive meeting. The next 
Board meeting shall be open and should be held at a community center. 
 

Mailbox Should the Club have a post office box? Motion carried unanimously. 
 

USAPA Ambassador 
Larry was encouraged by out-of-state people to become a USAPA Ambassador and then attend a retreat. 
Linda Hogatt is the regional representative. Gary and Penny are still ambassadors. Art Hagar and Jeff 
Stone, who know how to put in courts, offer assistance if we need it. 
 

Referee Certification Linda has been working with USAPA on referee certification, and will become a certified referee when the 
program is instituted. She will then be able to teach and certify local referees. 

Action Items Person Responsible Deadline 

Send logo contest announcement to email list Dale Feb 1 

Confirm location/time and notify Club of upcoming Board meeting Larry/Dale Next Meeting 

Rent a PO Box and notify Board of new address Gretchen Feb 1 

Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm 

 
 

NEXT MEETING OF THE ABQ PICKLEBALL CLUB BOARD 
5:30 – 7:30 PM – FEBRUARY 23, 2015 

JERRY KLEIN TENNIS COMPLEX 

  



1:25 PM

01/26/15

Accrual Basis

ABQ Pickleball Club
Profit & Loss
January 1 - 26,2015

Jan 1 - 26,15

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

Direct Public Support
Gifts in Kind - Goods
Direct Public Support - Other

Total Direct Public Support

139.00
735.00

874.00

Total Income

Expense
Donated Pickleballs
Pickle balls

Total Expense

87400

139.00
102.58

241.58

Net Ordinary Income 632.42

Net Income 632.42

1:30 PM ABQ Pickleball Club
01126/15 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of January 26, 2015

Jan 26, 15

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
US NM Federal Credit Union 676.78

Total Checking/Savings 676.78

Total Current Assets 676.78

TOTAL ASSETS 676.78

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity

Opening Balance Equity 44.36
Net Income 632.42

Total Equity 676.78

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 676.78





2015 Pickleball Survey 
Executive Summary

The 2015 Pickleball Survey was designed to gather information from the ABQ Pickleball 
community to help the Board guide the Club toward fulfillment of its mission in 2015. The 
survey was emailed to 346 people, and handed in hard copy to an unknown number of 
players. There were a total of 108 completed surveys returned (approximately a 31% 
return rate). Twenty-three of these were submitted via email, and the rest collected at the 
tournament and by venue coordinators. 

What do people want from pickleball? Most respondents rated exercise as their favorite 
reason to play, with recreation and social interaction next in order. 35% rated competition as a 
preference (Appendix A: Q24).  

The returned surveys represented slightly more males than females, with the majority in the 50 
to 70 year age range (Appendix A: Q23). The majority responding to the skill-level question 
(Appendix A: Q7) placed themselves in the intermediate range of 3.0 to 3.5. Almost everyone 
plays indoors, and about 64% play outdoors. 74% prefer the indoor play, while 28% prefer 
outdoor venues (Appendix A: Q2-4). 

The majority of respondents prefer to play three times a week, and the mornings on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday are most popular; but players come out every day of the week, 
morning, afternoon and evening (Appendix A: Q5-6). 

The fact that most respondents value exercise, recreation and social over competition does not 
appear to mean that those players do not want to improve their skills. Two-thirds of 
respondents indicated they would attend skills clinics 2-4 times a year (Appendix A: Q9-10), 
and one-third indicated interest in structured sessions involving drills (Appendix A: Q11). 

While just over half indicated interest in playing tournaments, the majority of these want to stay 
local or in-state (Appendix A: Q12). It appears that some local tournaments with a focus on the 
needs of the majority for exercise, recreation and social interaction, and less emphasis on 
competition, could encourage greater participation by local players. 

Promoting and growing the sport of pickleball in the Albuquerque area means welcoming and 
developing new players, providing adequate venues at which to play, and providing means for 
each player to increase their skills. Numerous comments refer to the feeling of players that 
they are excluded or made to feel unwelcome at some venues. 

A wide majority of respondents indicated a willingness to pay dues for balls, equipment, etc. 
(Appendix A: Q16). According to the comments (Appendix B: Comments), willingness to pay 
dues also seems to be affected by perceptions of inequity, exclusion or not feeling welcome at 
some venues. There is not a clear majority regarding pay-per-session for non-members 
(Appendix A: Q17).  Comments indicated the feeling that public venues are open to anyone 
and should not require special fees (Appendix B: Comments).  



2015 Pickleball Survey 

To: The ABQ Pickleball Community 

Objective: To ask each pickleball player to help us, the 2015 ABQ Pickleball Club Board, to 
determine what our goals and priorities should be. We are seeking to define club goals for this 
year and beyond and establish an annual membership drive. 

Thank you in advance for your help to grow pickleball in the Albuquerque community and to 
address your needs and concerns. 

You will note questions 25-27 are not the usual pickleball-oriented items. We seek this 
information in order to assist us as we continue to interact with government officials in order to 
locate permanent indoor and outdoor facilities. There may be occasion when we will ask the 
community members to contact their representatives in order to strengthen our position with any 
pickleball requests we may be putting forward to these government officials. Your district 
information may be obtained via the city and state government websites. 

You can respond by email, drop off a printed copy at the January tournament desk (Manzano 
Mesa or Roosevelt Middle School) or to a venue where you play, or mail your completed survey 
to: 

Larry Lite - President 
ABQ Pickleball Club 
2015 Wyoming Blvd NE, Suite H 
Albuquerque, NM 87112 

Please respond by the 23rd of January 2015 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

1. How often do you play Pickleball each week?  _________________

2. Do you play indoors?    Yes____   No____

3. Do you play outdoors?  Yes ____  No____

4. Which do you prefer?  Indoors ______  Outdoors______

5. What day(s) of the week do you prefer to play?
Check all that apply:
Sat ___         Sun ___        Mon ___  Tues ___  Wed ___  Thurs ___  Fri ___ 

6. What time of day do you prefer to play?
Check all that apply:  morning ___  afternoon ___  evening ___ 

7. Would you like to see some Drop-In Play organized by Skill level?
Yes ____  No____  If yes, what level do you play? 

____   beginner    (2.0-2.5) 
____   intermediate (3.0-3.5) 
____   advanced     (4.0 +) 

8. Would you be willing to conduct a beginners ____  intermediate____      or advanced____
  clinic? None ___ 

Total Received

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Appendix A



2015 Pickleball Survey 

9. Would you attend a skills clinic 2-4 times per year?  Yes___  No____

10. Would you be willing to pay a small fee for a clinic?  Yes___          No____

11. Would you like to see structured play?  Yes___  No____
If yes – check all that apply: 

a. Round robin (associated with playing skill level tournaments) ____
b. Change partners each game _____
c. Drills ____
d. Ladders (playing within your skill level) ____
e. Other ideas _________________________________________

12. Are you interested in playing tournaments?  Yes___  No____
If yes – check all that apply: 

a. Local_____       In-state _____     Out-of-state _____
b. By age group ____
c. By skill level _____
d. Singles ____
e. Men’s doubles ___
f. Women’s doubles ___
g. Mixed doubles ____
h. Silly tournaments - mixed___  random___  all skill levels___

13. Have you played in a tournament? Yes ___  No ___

14. In a regular tournament, what is your preference for the format?
1. Round Robin play then single elimination (Min 3 matches) _____
2. Double elimination (Min 2 matches) _______

15. Would you like to learn about the operation of tournaments and help assist in running a
future one?   Yes____  No_____ 

16. Would you be willing to pay $20/year dues to cover
Balls - indoor and outdoor 
Nets - for new venues, replacements and repairs 
Venues where we have scheduled club time  
Vendor discounts (balls, paddles, nets, etc.) 
Mailbox rental for Club business 
Events discounts (putting on our own future tournaments, clinic, etc) 
Other expenses as needed 
Yes___             No____ 

17. Should we charge a fee (for example $1, $3, or $5) per session to those who are not club
members at venues where we provide the nets and balls?  Yes ___  No____ 

18. Do you have any connections with the media? Newspaper____  TV ____ 
Radio _____               None ____ 



2015 Pickleball Survey 

19. Are you aware of the abqpickleball.com website?  Yes___  No____
If yes, how do you use it? 

20. Are you aware of the abqpickleball Facebook Page?  Yes___  No____

21. Would you be interested taking photos for club events that would be put on the
abqpickleball.com website?  Yes___  No____ 

22. Would you be interested in volunteering your time?  Yes ___  No____           If yes, 
Check all that apply:

a. tournaments - referee, work the desk, food committee, entertainment,  liaison
for out of town guests____

b. committee work as needed for a project____
c. lining courts____
d. venue coordinator____
e. outreach programs - children, adults, seniors, disadvantaged____
f. social events____
g. other ideas_______________________

23. Check your age and gender:
Under 20 ____ 30-40 ____             40-50 ____
50-60 ____           60-70 ____ 70-80 ____              Over 80____ 
Female ____   Male ____

24. What do you personally want from pickleball? For example: competition, recreation, social,
exercise, etc. 

25. What city council district do you live in?   _____________

26. Which State House Representative’s district do you live in? ________

27. Which State Senate Representative’s district do you live in? ________

Please provide the following optional information: 

NAME ___________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________ 

City ____________________________ State ____   Zip ____________ 

Phone(s) _________________________________________________ 

E-MAIL_________________________________ 

AREAS OF EXPERTISE TO HELP US GROW PICKLEBALL:  

 __________________   __________________   _________________ 



January 9, 2015 

Honorable Senator William Payne 

Post Office Box 14823 

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87191 

Dear Senator Payne, 

My name is Linda Valencia and I reside at 6519 Kaas Trail Ct NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87111. I am a constituent. 

I am seeking your support in the construction and completion of a “premier” 
pickleball facility in Albuquerque.  I am requesting that you introduce a 
legislative bill that would fund the building of approximately 12-16 outdoor 
pickleball courts.  The City of Albuquerque, via City Councilor Don Harris, has 
publically stated it would add, in its remodeling plans of the Manzano Mesa 
Multigenerational Center, 12 pickleball courts with 2 tennis courts that could 
also be used for pickleball.  The funding, as I understand it, would be obtained 
via a city bond.  I have also be advised by the City of Albuquerque’s Director 
of Parks and Recreation, Ms. Barbara Taylor that any monies obtained through 
the bond may be needed to address land drainage concerns on the area of 
land used to build the courts.  This issue could certainly limit the monies that 
might be available to actually build the courts. 

I am not knowledgeable of which Senate committee would address this concern 
but I believe a legislative bill would need to be drafted and introduced in order 
for the full Senate to discuss and then vote this issue – hence my request to 
you as my state Senator. The approximate monies needed would be 1.5 million 
dollars. 

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the United States.  Its popularity 
reached New Mexico in approximately 2008.  It is played in numerous cities 
throughout New Mexico. The largest concentration of players is in Albuquerque. 

We have approximately 300 players in the greater ABQ area.  

Pickleball is a paddle sport played on a 22 x 40 foot court.  For a better 
perspective you can fit 2 pickleball courts on the same space used for one 

SAMPLE



tennis court.  It is a game easily learned by anyone of any age within 10-15 
minutes.  

You can find on the United States of America Pickleball Association’s web site 
a video to see how the game is played. www.USAPA.org. If you prefer and your 
time permits I can arrange for a live demonstration. There are numerous indoor 
locations in Albuquerque where 2-3 courts are set up for play 

It is time that the pickleball community had its own place to gather for 
exercise, socialization and competition. 

We are confident that once these courts are built the ABQ pickleball club will 
be able to hold tournaments which will bring in not only New Mexico players 
but players from the Southwestern region of the U.S. 

The economic boon to the City of Albuquerque, for a 3-4 day tournament, 
would include monies spent at hotels, restaurants, grocery stores, and tourist 
shops. 

If you would like to discuss this further with me I would be available between 
the following dates – January 23rd-27th.  I would be willing to meet you either 
in Albuquerque or in Santa Fe.  I will be out of town attending tournaments in 
Arizona until the January 22rd.  I am also available to meet in the early part of 
February. 

I currently serve as the Vice President of the ABQ Pickleball Club.  I believe I 
could also have other officers of this organization join me to speak further with 
you on the advantages and the costs to the City of having a pickleball facility 
built. 

I can be reached at either of these contact points: 

lcvhomwork@aol.com 

505-400-2333 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,  

Linda C. Valencia 

http://www.usapa.org/
mailto:lcvhomwork@aol.com


January 9, 2015 

Honorable State Representative William Rehm 

Post Office Box 14768 

Albuquerque, New Mexico  87191 

Dear Representative Rehm, 

My name is Linda Valencia and I reside at 6519 Kaas Trail Ct NE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87111 and I am a constituent.  

I am seeking your support in the construction and completion of a “premier” 
pickleball facility in Albuquerque.  I am requesting that you introduce a 
legislative bill that would fund the building of approximately 12-16 outdoor 
pickleball courts.  The City of Albuquerque, via City Councilor Don Harris, has 
publically stated it would add, in its remodeling plans of the Manzano Mesa 
Multigenerational Center, 12 pickleball courts with 2 tennis courts that could 
also be used for pickleball.  The funding, as I understand it, would be obtained 
via a city bond.  I have also be advised by the City of Albuquerque’s Director 
of Parks and Recreation, Ms. Barbara Taylor that any monies obtained through 
the bond may be needed to address land drainage concerns at the courts 
location. This issue could certainly limit the monies that might be available to 
actually build the courts. 

I am not knowledgeable of which House committee would address this concern 
but I believe a legislative bill would need to be drafted and introduced in order 
for the full House to discuss and then vote this issue – hence my request to 
you as my state Representative. The approximate monies needed would be 1.5 
million dollars. 

Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the United States.  Its popularity 
reached New Mexico in approximately 2008.  It is played in numerous cities 
throughout New Mexico. The largest concentration of players is in Albuquerque. 

We have approximately 300 players in the greater ABQ area. 

Pickleball is a paddle sport played on a 22 x 40 foot court.  For a better 
perspective you can fit 2 pickleball courts on the same space used for one 

SAMPLE



tennis court.  It is a game easily learned by anyone of any age within 10-15 
minutes.  

You can find on the United States of America Pickleball Association’s web site 
a video to see how the game is played. www.USAPA.org.  If you prefer and your 
time permits I can arrange for a live demonstration. There are numerous indoor 
locations in Albuquerque where 2-3 courts are set up for play.  

It is time that the pickleball community had its own place to gather for 
exercise, socialization and competition. 

We are confident that once these courts are built the ABQ pickleball club will 
be able to hold tournaments which will bring in not only New Mexico players 
but players from the Southwestern region of the United States. 

The economic boon to the City of Albuquerque, for a 3-4 day tournament, 
would include monies spent at hotels, restaurants, grocery stores, and tourist 
shops. 

If you would like to discuss this further with me I would be available between 
the following dates – January 23rd-27th.  I would be willing to meet you either 
in Albuquerque or in Santa Fe.  I will be out of town attending tournaments in 
Arizona until the January 22rd.  I am also available to meet in the early part of 
February. 

I currently serve as the Vice President of the ABQ Pickleball Club.  I believe I 
could also have other officers of this organization join me to speak further with 
you on the advantages and the costs to the City of having a pickleball facility 
built. 

I can be reached at either of these contact points: 

lcvhomwork@aol.com 

505-400-2333 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely,  

 

Linda C. Valencia 

http://www.usapa.org/
mailto:lcvhomwork@aol.com
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